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Figure 2 -1-69 Corridor in Texas and Corridor Segment Committees 
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Table 4 - EI Paso District eBI Projects 

-,.. 
."u,o;.... 

tilt 
C8I . . 

'C ~~ 

Various $3,601,901 $3,601,901 Equip 30 commercial vehicles with GPS, real time 
(awarded) communication and clean fuel technoloQies 
1-10 (awarded) $146,000,000 $15,000,000 Construct flyovers from 1-10 to Loop 375 for all 

directional traffic 
I-10 (awarded) $7,727,685 $7,064,138 InterchanQe improvements at Schuster 
New Location $17,233,091 $17,233,091 Construct two-lane undivided roadway from Fabens 

Port of Entry to I-10 with grade separated overpass 
(Iettinq Auqust 2012) 

Table 5 - Laredo District eBI Projects

.,..�... c...... . -. 
00It 

SL20 $23,651,021 $15,262,739 Widen to 6 lanes and upgrade intersection at Spur 400 
(Awarded) @ Loop 20 
SL20 $7,000,000 $7,000,000 Schematic, environmental, ROW, and PS&E 
(Project 
Development) 
SL20 $27,898,670 $686,265 Construction of new location 4-lane divided road 
(Awarded) 
SL20 $14,762,977 $2,093,191 Construction of new location 4-lane divided road 
(Awarded) 
US57 $2,063,987 $1,198,710 Widen road to provide passing lanes (Super 2) 
(Completed) 
US 57 $3,665,760 $2,289,400 Widen road to provide passing lanes (Super 2) 
(Completed) 
US 57 $5,791,746 $3,651,338 Widen road to provide passing lanes (Super 2) 
(Completed) 
VA $4,535,000 $,500,000 Upgrade International Bridge II Facility 
(Design) 
CS $3,000,000 $3,000,000 Construct new roadway facility 
(Project 
Development) 
CS $2,785,000 $2,750,000 Construction of a new location 2-lane road 
(Oesian) 
VA $3,030,000 $3,000,000 Construction of a new location 2-lane road 
(Oesian) 
CS $2,930,000 $2,900,000 Replace toll booths, gates, and ITS 
(Desian) 
CS $1,500,000 $1,500,000 Rehabilitation of existing roadway 
(Desiqn) 
VA $4,041,400 $4,041,400 Construct 7 federal inspection booths 
(Construction) 
VA $7,450,000 $7,450,000 ROW acquisition only 
(ComDlete) 
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VA $5,160,000 
(Construction) 
VA $4,030,000 
(Construction) 
VA $4,380,000 
(Construction) 
VA $3,480,000 
(Construction) 
CS $1,317,183 
(Project 
Development) 
CS $88,215 
(Project 
Development) 
CS $1,492,636 
(Project 
Development) 
CS $185,550 
(Project 
Development) 
CS $223,365 
(Project 
Development) 
CS $336,132 
(Construction) 
CS $1,571,147 
(Construction) 

$4,350,502 

$2,985,744 

$3,727,202 

$3,384,477 

$1,317,183 

$88,215 

$1,492,636 

$185,550 

$223,365 

$75,915 

$1,571,147 

Reconstruct &overlay industrial park streets 

Reconstruct &overlay industrial park streets 

Reconstruct &overlay industrial park streets 

Reconstruct &overlay industrial park streets 

City street extension to (Cuatro Viento) SL 20/Cielito 
Lindo 

City street extension to (Cuatro Viento) SL 20/Los 
Presidente 

City street extension to (Cuatro Viento) SL 20/ 
Southgate Blvd 

City street extension to (Cuatro Viento) SL 20/Pita 
Mangana Rd 

City street extension to (Cuatro Viento) SL 20/Sierra 
Vista 

Reconstruct &overlay industrial park streets 

Reconstruct &overlay industrial park streets 
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Table 6 - Pharr District eBI Projects 

..... No. ~- .... .. 
OGII 

US 83 $2,596,562 $3,346,585 Convert US 83 and Garcia Street in Roma to one-way 
(completed) parallel streets from FM 650 to Gonzales Avenue 
US 83 $3,093,217 $2,874,675 Convert US 83 and Garcia Street in Roma to one-way 
(completed) parallel streets from Gonzales Avenue to US 83 
Spur 241 $1,576,139 $1,256,240 Widen to asix-lane divided roadway from 
(awarded) Spur 115 to the McAlien-Hidalqo-Reynosa Bridqe 
FM 511 $39,280,228 $10,956,195 Widen to a four-lane divided roadway from 
(completed) US 77/83 to FM 3248 
Port of Entry $1,000,089 $678,444 Improvements at the Progreso International Bridge 
(completed) 
FM 1015 $6,416,484 $2,400,000 Widen to a four-lane divided roadway from floodway 
(completed) south to US 281 (Military Highway) 
Spur 115 $14,157,927 $7,651,092 Widen to a six-lane divided roadway from 
(awarded) FM 1016 to Spur 241 
FM 396/ $23,029,092 $8,894,138 Construct four-lane divided roadway from the GSA 
Anzalduas Road south of FM 1016 north to Bryan Road 
(New location) 
(completed) 
International $10,830,000 $6,250,000 Improvements to the Veterans International Bridge at 
Bridge (bids Los Tomates (Expansion) 
beinq received) 
International $17,553,878 $3,966,000 Improvements at the Pharr/Reynosa International 
Bridqe (on hold) Bridqe (Expansion) 
Intemational $1,040,000 $1,000,000 Improvements at the Hidalgo International Bridge 
Bridge (under 
development) 
International $320,000 $320,000 Construct parking lot at the Los Indios Free Trade 
Bridge International Bridge 
(completed) 
FM 732 $2,457,898 $1,759,912 Construct 4-Iane urban roadway from US 77/83 to Bus 
(awarded) 77 
FM 732 $1,939,757 $2,064,053 Construct 2-lane rural roadway on new location from 
(awarded) Long Lane to US 77/83 
FM 755 (under $5,000,000 $1,378,740 Realignment of FM 755 to the east to improve safety 
development) and mobility and provide a more direct connection to 

the Starr-Camargo International Bridqe 
International $1,034,000 $1,034,000 Install Intelligent Traffic Systems at the Pharr-Reynosa 
Bridge (under International Bridge 
development) 
South Parallel $2,496,000 $2,384,845 New location 2-lane rural corridor from FM 1479 to FM 
Corridor (under 509 
development) 
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Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) 

A traditional intelligent transportation system (ITS) uses dynamic message signs to 

provide updates to drivers about possible delays or general driving times between specific 

points. ITS facilities near international borders provide real-time information about congestion 

or other conditions at border crossings. This information can help drivers make decisions about 

using particular routes or border crossings. ITS components can also include truck-mounted 

mobile devices to monitor border crossing times. Newer technology is being tested that 

provides border crossing information to maquiladora facilities away from the border, which may 

improve efficiencies in trans-border freight movement. This ITS technology is also being used 

for border security purposes. 

TxDOT and DPS are working together to develop eight border safety inspection facilities 

along the border. TxDOT is assisting in the design and implementation of basic ITS 

components and systems for these sites, which includes the integration of ITS capabilities with 

weigh-in-motion equipment, support vehicle transponders, the Free and Secure Trade program 

and the ability to provide traffic management systems to direct commercial vehicles through the 

border safety inspection facilities. 

ITS have been implemented in both the EI Paso and Laredo urban areas. The systems 

consist of a network of road sensors, high-tech dynamic message signs, computers, and 

cameras designed for freeway and incident management. This allows TxDOT and local 

jurisdictions to monitor and detect congestion and traffic incidents and alert motorists. It also 

allows motorists to divert to alternative routes where possible and allows obstructions to be 

cleared faster. Although not directly related to cross-border transportation, these systems are 

used to alert motorists of delays and other border-related issues that may be occurring at border 

crossings and can also support border-related commercial vehicle operations. 
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Border Safety Inspection Facility Program 

Border Safety Inspection Facility (BSIF) 

The BSIF Program consists of temporary and permanent facilities at each of the eight 

locations noted below. TxDOT constructed temporary facilities to inspect and weigh commercial 

vehicles while permanent facilities are being developed and constructed. Each permanent 

BSIF, using ITS, will provide an efficient method of inspecting and weighing commercial 

vehicles entering the United States at the Texas-Mexico border. All eight permanent facilities 

are tentatively scheduled to be completed by the middle of 2012 pending availability of funds. 

The following sites are included in the BSIF Program: 

• Bridge of the Americas, EI Paso 

• Ysleta-Zaragoza Bridge, Ysleta 

• Camino Real International Bridge, Eagle Pass 

• Laredo-Colombia Solidarity Bridge, Laredo 

• World Trade Bridge, Laredo 

• Pharr-Reynosa International Bridge on the Rise, Pharr 

• Free Trade Bridge, Los Indios 

• Veterans International Bridge at Los Tomates, Brownsville 

Due to limited funds for the Pharr District, construction will begin on the permanent 

facility at Pharr-Reynosa and initial phases of the permanent facilities at Los Indios and 

Veterans Bridges. 

Status of Temporary Border Safety Inspection Facilities 

Temporary border safety inspection facilities are complete and operational at six of the 

eight locations. Two of the eight locations, Bridge of the Americas and Ysleta-Zaragoza Bridge, 

both in EI Paso, now have permanent facilities. Temporary facilities there have been removed. 
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Status of Permanent Border Safety Inspection Facilities 

Bridge of the Americas, EI Paso 

The construction contract was awarded in August 2004. Facility construction began 

November 2004 and was completed in early 2007 with the exception of the ITS which was bid 

separately. The Department of Public Safety (DPS) occupied and opened the facility to truck 

traHic in December 2006 with limited ITS deployment. Phase I of the ITS is complete and 

Phase II is currently under construction. 

Ysleta-Zaragoza Bridge, Ysleta 

The construction contract was awarded in August 2005. Facility construction began 

January 2006 and was completed in September 2007 with the exception of the ITS which was 

bid separately. DPS occupied and opened the facility to truck traffic in September 2007 with 

limited ITS deployment. ITS are currently under construction. 

Camino Real International Bridge, Eagle Pass 

FHWA approved the Environmental Assessment as satisfactory for further processing in 

February 2007 and issued a finding of No Significant Impacts in October 2007. There is no 

dedicated funding for BSIF to be able to go to construction for the Camino Real or the World 

Trade Bridge projects in the current or 2012 UTPs. Due to the funding shortfall, the project is on 

hold until suHicient funding for right-of-way acquisition and construction is identified. The 

existing temporary BSIF will continue to operate until the permanent facility is constructed and 

fully operational. 

Laredo-Colombia Solidarity Bridge, Laredo 

FHWA approved a state environmental finding of No Significant Impact in June 2009. 

Right-of-way acquisitions were completed and project construction began in March 2010. As of 

October 2010, construction was estimated to be approximately 40% complete with an 

operational date of June 2011. After the permanent BSIF is fully operational, the temporary 

BSIF located at the intersection of FM 1472 and Spur 255 will be decommissioned and 

removed. 

World Trade Bridge, Laredo 

The site selected for the BSI F at the World Trade Bridge was re-evaluated in 

2008 and a new location immediately adjacent to the U.S. Customs and Border Protection 

- 36



Trade Transportation Activities Report December 2010 

(CBP) facility was identified. This site would include City of Laredo and private properties. 

Preliminary design and environmental studies on the Build Alternative are underway. However, 

due to funding shortfalls, work on the project is on hold until sufficient funding for advanced 

engineering, environmental studies, right-of-way acquisition and construction is identified. 

Operations associated with the temporary BSIF are currently performed at an area within the 

CBP facility and at another location on Loop 20 adjacent to the CBP, and will continue at those 

locations until the permanent facility is constructed and operational. 

Pharr-Reynosa International Bridge on the Rise, Pharr 

Project development is almost complete. Plans are finished and environmental 

clearance is expected in early 2011. Once environmental clearance is obtained, right-of-way 

acquisition will commence. Bids are anticipated in June 2011. 

Free Trade Bridge, Los Indios 

In light of funding limitations, the district is revising construction plans to include only the 

initial phase of the permanent facility. The master plan is complete and pending environmental 

clearance. Bids are anticipated in mid-2012 after plans are finished, environmental clearance is 

obtained, and right-of-way is acquired. Completion of the initial phase will allow TxDOT to 

remove the temporary facilities and discontinue their leases. 

Veterans International Bridge at Los Tomates, Brownsville 

In light of funding limitations, the district is revising construction plans to include only the 

initial phase of the permanent facility. The master plan is complete and pending environmental 

clearance. Bids are anticipated in mid-2012 after plans are finished, environmental clearance is 

obtained, and right-of-way is acquired. Completion of the initial phase will allow TxDOT to 

remove the temporary facilities and discontinue their leases. 
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Feasibility Studies and Plans 

La Entrada al Pacifico Corridor Feasibility Study 

The La Entrada al Pacifico (La Entrada) Corridor Feasibility Study was concluded in 

2008. 

EI Paso Regional Port of Entry Operations Plan: 

The Texas Turnpike Authority Division of TxDOT is currently performing a study within 

the EI Paso MPO region of all existing international ports of entry, from Santa Teresa, New 

Mexico, to the Tornillo-Guadalupe in far-east EI Paso County. The objective of the plan is to 

review the operation of each existing POE individually as well as how they all operate as a 

system in order to develop and evaluate alternative operational scenarios. Immediate, short

term, and long-term recommendations to improve cross border mobility in the region will be 

provided. The plan is anticipated to be completed in late spring 2011. 
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General Aviation Capital Improvements 

Listed below are general aviation improvement projects that expand the capacity of local 

airports along the border. 

EI Paso District 

Table 7 - EI Paso District General Aviation Projects 

... ... ......,. . .....,--..-"':""'" Tr~. 
Brewster Alpine-Casparis Project under construction $1,657,000 Construct hangar access taxiway 

Municipal 
Brewster Alpine-Casparis Draft $966,658 Construct new terminal (design 

Municipal completed in 1996) 

Laredo District 

Table 8 - Laredo District General Aviation Projects 

or� .".. .. 
C.. 

La Salle� Cotulla-La Salle Project has not been taken $5,345,000 Extend runway and other 
County� to the commission for improvements and rehab 

approval. Estimate FY 2011 
approval. 

Val Verde� Del Rio Active $576,710 Construct hangar (100 x 60) and 
International pavement 

- 41 



Trade Transportation Activities Report December 2010 

Pharr District 

Table 9 - Pharr District General Aviation Projects 

;,"" ,T o'. ~ ...~ 

, ..,... 
Brooks Brooks County Project under construction $3,630,430 Extend runway and construct 

partial parallel taxiway 
Cameron Port Isabel- Project under construction $600,000 Construct hangar 

Cameron County 
Cameron Port Isabel- Project under construction $1,651,340 Construct new runway and other 

Cameron County improvements 
Cameron Port Isabel  Active $450,000 Construct hangar 

Cameron County 
Cameron Port Isabel- Active $80,000 Design new terminal building 

Cameron County 
Cameron Port Isabel  Project under construction $484,200 Construct new general aviation 

Cameron County terminal and auto parking 
Hidalgo Edinburg Project under construction $1,607,700 Construct cargo apron 

International 
Hidalgo Edinburg Project under construction $1,724,500 Construct run-up area and other 

International improvements 
Hidalgo Edinburg Active $179,000 Engineering and design for parallel 

International taxiway 
Hidalgo Edinburg Pending (FY 2012) $2,249,856 Construct taxiways and other 

International improvements 
Hidalgo Mid-Valley Active $865,000 Environmental, engineering and 

(Weslaco) design for runway extension and 
land acquisition for taxiway 
extension 

Hidalgo Mid-Valley Pending $5,393,000 Extend runway and taxiway, 
(Weslaco) relocate runway and other 

improvements 
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Public Transportation Regional Coordinated Planning 

TxDOT's Public Transportation Division contracts with entities in each of the state's 

planning regions including five that border with Mexico to oversee the development and 

implementation of regional coordinated public transportation plans. Although planning regions 

on the border acknowledge that large numbers of people cross the U.S.-Mexico border for many 

reasons, their coordinated plans do not specifically address international trade. However, they 

often note in these plans that the funding mechanisms for public transportation, typically local 

option sales taxes and/or population-based grants, tend to overlook the impact of cross-border 

visitors on local public transportation systems. Regions do involve Texas workforce agencies in 

their planning process, but do not specifically address international trade. 

Each region completed a regional plan in 2006. TxDOT is funding an update of these 

plans in FY 2010-2011. These plans were developed to eliminate waste in the provision of 

public transportation services, generate efficiencies that will permit increased levels of service 

and further the region's efforts to reduce air pollution. These plans were mandated by the 

Texas Legislature in Transportation Code, Chapter 461, and by the United States Congress in 

SAFETEA-LU. For certain project categories, SAFETEA-LU specifically requires plans to 

address the coordination of human services and pUblic transportation services. 
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